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closer inspection the cheaper
ski/snowboard carriers are
definitely designed for the budget
conscious.  Simple looking  and
heavier (without aerodynamics in
mind) we found that the two board
options were a tight squeeze an
wouldnt necessarily fit every wdtk
of board. There are also uplifted
versions  that  accommodate
boards or skis with bigger bindings
which was good. The opening
button was small meaning gloves
had to be removed in order to open the carrier. They clamp on to
square roof bars and if you have an aero bar you need to buy a
additional adaptor. They werent the quickest to take on and off as a
result. They are lockable, however. and would do the job but

These budget ski racks
are easy to use

practicalities and the budget in mind. They too offer a basic carrier but it
was the Fatcat 4 & 6 that impressed us the most. They have the lowest
profile of all the carriers and look very smart. The universal mounting
meant it adapts to most roof bar shapes (without the additional cost
of an adapton and the supersized button was the easiest to use with
gloves on. The integrated binding lift meant you could extend the height
up or down depending on what you were carrying and what binding size
they had. Locks were included and in all we thought it offered good
value for money without compromising on design

\We found the bonus with any of these ski/snowboard carriers is that

you can also use them for transporting your fishing rods. Great in my
eyes, as Im tired of that fishy smell in my car

\With winter just around the comner it's time to get organised and get
ready for the next ski season. Check out all the options and get ad\/\ e
from the staff at the Roof Rack Centre to see what will work for you

other options were more appealing and for a bit more offered
better value for money
The aluminium ski/snowboards carriers were definitely more
stylish. lighter and had better features. Notably we liked the
Rhino-Rack Series of skiracks that would adapt to pretty much
every shape of roof rack bar with adaptors and could extend
in height by 3smm giving ample clearance for large bindings
Their 554 series was great for four skis or two snowboards
and was easy to set up and use. However, Thule's Xtender
730 ski rack was a great idea. taking up to six skis or four
snowboards, The large button made it very easy to open with
gloves on. It was light and its main feature was that it slides out
over the side of the car for easier loading and unloading. Me
being short. this was a great idea and meant my clothes didnt
get dirty on the side of the car It had the height clearance for
my bindings and it was more aorodyr‘am\c‘ which is good on
the fuel bill. We were very impressed with it
However, the new Yakima ski racks that have just arrived in
New Zealand offered a more funky design option with the

[he Thule Extender Bar

Introducing the top selling roof rack
accessory range from the USA.

30+ years of bringing products to the
market, that work when you need them to.

Available in store now or phone 0800 4776 722
See the full range at www.yakima.co.nz
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